
—Hector De La Torre, former California State
Assemblymember and Trustee

at Occidental College

“A fun read that captures a time of
fading possibilities in California. 'The
Mighty 690' is a well-paced treasure
hunt interweaving the lives of several
struggling people looking for their big

break in the land of endless hope.”

"From a remarkably
talented storyteller...

a deep tale of adventure”

—Nicholas Schou, award winning
author of Kill the Messenger

"Alexander Hamilton Cherin’s tapestry of a
novel portrays working-class lives pursuing the
dreams heard on the AM dial of a car idling in

traffic on the 405. Cherin proves that vivid
stories abound in the most ordinary of

circumstances, in the deeply felt and intensely
experienced matters of the everyday."

— D. J. Waldie, author of Becoming Los Angeles:
Myth, Memory, and a Sense of Place
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A Holocaust survivor facing eviction, a schoolboy struggling with
his identity, a single mother who is on the verge of being
exposed for embezzlement, and a speedway daredevil whose
bruised body and fragile ego are beyond repair, all find
themselves scouring the Southern California landscape for
$50,000 in buried cash--the grand prize of a struggling AM radio
station's contest. Unknown to each other but bonded by a
common desire for redemption, each is a willing participant in a
treasure hunt caught between nostalgia and desperation.

"The Summer of $50,000" unfolds against a California landscape
very much in flux, both culturally and geographically. Only one
contestant will call on a troubled past to help walk away with the
money--and the salvation that they hope it will bring.


